
Emergency Response: 
Dawn Raids
Any incident. Any time.



An increasing number of authorities have the power to carry out 
unannounced investigations, meaning that the prospect of a dawn raid is an 
everyday reality for many organisations.  Authorities with dawn raid powers 
include the Competition and Markets Authority, the Serious Fraud Office,  
the Financial Conduct Authority, HMRC and the Health and Safety Executive. 

We can provide legal and technical support in the event of raid. We can also help you to plan for a possible 
dawn raid to ensure staff are briefed and ready to respond in what may be a chaotic and stressful situation. 

Dawn raid support

	— Our specialists are experienced in dealing with 
raids and investigations. We have first-hand 
experience of dealing with many different types  
of raids conducted by a wide range of regulatory 
authorities, and advising clients in subsequent 
investigations. 

	— Dealing with dawn raids often requires large scale 
resources, particularly if multiple sites are raided 
simultaneously. We have large multi-practice dawn 
raid response teams in locations across the UK,  
as well as teams worldwide. This means that we 
can ensure that any dawn raid is fully resourced.  
This is of critical importance to effective 
management of a raid. 

	— We have experience of dealing with both basic  
and more sophisticated IT aspects of regulatory 
raids and investigations. Our dedicated teams  
can provide IT support to match the IT expertise 
brought by the regulatory authorities on the day. 
We have the most up-to-date software, including 
the software used by all the key investigatory 
agencies, to review significant volumes of data  
and find the ‘smoking guns’.

CMS have significant experience, which instills confidence. They understand 
our business.

Client feedback, Chambers & Partners

Assistance before and after a raid

As well as providing support during a raid, we can help you to ensure your organisation is prepared in advance, 
and provide post dawn raid support and advice. Our services include: 

	— 	Review of current policies and guidelines. 

	— Training and mock dawn raids.

	— Full legal support in the critical period after a 
raid – from undertaking further internal 

investigations to making leniency applications and 
other submissions. 

You can reach our teams 24/7 via our emergency 
hotline +44 (0)333 20 21 010.
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Be polite but firm.

Check identity + authorisation document + scope of investigation.

Ensure legal informed.

Always accompany inspectors.

Keep record of everything inspectors do, ask and take.

Do not let inspectors have documents which are privileged or outside scope of investigation.

Be helpful (non-compliance may be a crime).

Don’t speculate or volunteer information.

Stay calm, be factual.

If you don’t know the answer to a question, say so.

Do not obstruct or destroy material.

Maintain confidentiality.

Get in touch

Golden rules
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Graeme Young
Partner
T 	+44 20 7367 2906
M +44 7814 752 508
E 	graeme.young@cms-cmno.com
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Russell Hoare
Partner
T	 +44 20 7524 6787
M +4407887051855
E	 russell.hoare@cms-cmno.com 



CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP
Cannon Place
78 Cannon Street
London EC4N 6AF

T +44 (0)20 7367 3000
F +44 (0)20 7367 2000

The information held in this publication is for general purposes and guidance only and does not purport to constitute legal or professional advice.

CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registration number OC310335.  
It is a body corporate which uses the word “partner” to refer to a member, or an employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifications.  
It is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority of England and Wales with SRA number 423370 and by the Law Society of Scotland 
with registered number 47313. It is able to provide international legal services to clients utilising, where appropriate, the services of its associated 
international offices. The associated international offices of CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP are separate and distinct from it. A list of 
members and their professional qualifications is open to inspection at the registered office, Cannon Place, 78 Cannon Street, London EC4N 6AF. Members 
are either solicitors or registered foreign lawyers. VAT registration number: 974 899 925. Further information about the firm can be found at cms.law

© CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP

CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP is a member of CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG), a European Economic Interest Grouping that 
coordinates an organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by CMS EEIG’s member firms 
in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and no such entity has any authority to 
bind any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts or omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and 
the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all of the member firms or their offices. Further information can be found at cms.law

Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles  
on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com
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